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Abstract
The Scotch-Irish Foundation was founded in 1949 by the Scotch-Irish Society of the
U.S.A.! “to collect and preserve for public, educational, and research use, books,
documents, family histories, letters, journals, and historical material relating to the origin
and history of the Scotch-Irish people in the United States, Northern Ireland, Ireland,
Scotland, and elsewhere.” Its collection spans over a century, from 1896 to 2001.
However, most of the material dates from the 1950s to the mid 1990s.

This collection contains, in addition to the recotds of the Foundation, those of the
Scotch-Irish-Society of the U.S.A and its predecessor, the Pennsylvania Scotch-Irish
Society. There are membership files, family registrations and genealogies,
correspondence, financial material, administrative files (most of which pertain to their
annual dinners), clippings, audio-visual items, and printed materials covering topics such
as the early history of the Pennsylvania Scotch-Irish Society and the history of the
Scotch-Irish in America.

Background note
Colonel A. K. McClure and Reverend John S. Maclntosh established the Pennsylvania
Scotch-Irish Society in 1889. For over one hundred years, it has maintained its mission
to preserve Scotch-Irish history, enliven its people, and promote fraternity and
brotherhood among its members. Between 1961 and 1962, the society changed its title
to its current form, the Scotch-Irish Society of the U.S.A. In 1949, the Scotch-Irish
Foundation was founded by the Pennsylvania Scotch-Irish Society “to collect and
preserve for public, educational, and research use, books, documents, family histories,
letters, journals, and historical material relating to the origin and history of the Scotch-
Irish people in the United States, Northern Ireland, Ireland, Scotland, and elsewhere.” ?

Colonel A. K. McClure (b. 1828) was a noted Philadelphia lawyer, historian, and
journalist, and his accomplishments were many. He helped establish the Republican

! In this finding aid, “foundation” refers to the Scotch-Irish Foundation and “society” refers to the Scotch-Irish
Society of the U.S.A.
2 The Scotch-Irish Foundation. http://www.scotch-itishcentral.org/Scotch-Irish%20Foundation.html.
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Party in the 1850s and worked closely with Lincoln during his presidency. His efforts in
journalism led to a job as editor of the Franklin Repository from 1850 to 1856 and 1860 to
1866. From 1856 to 1860, he served a term in the Pennsylvania legislature. In 1875, he
launched the Philadelphia Times. Later in life, around the age of 76, he was appointed
prothonotary of the Eastern District of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. McClure had a
deep and abiding interest in history, and he often wrote and spoke on various topics
such as the histories of political parties and his relationship with Abraham Lincoln.

Reverend John S. Maclntosh (1839-1906) was born in Philadelphia, but was taken to
Ireland by his mother at an early age, where he eventually studied in Belfast and
Edinburgh. For his theological studies, he traveled to Erlangen, Germany, but returned
to Ireland and worked for various churches from about 1865 to 1880. In 1880,
Maclntosh was called to America; first as a delegate to the Pan-Presbyterian Council in
Boston, then as pastor to the Second Church of Philadelphia sometime around 1881.
Over two decades, he established a good name for himself within Philadelphia’s
evangelical community. He left Philadelphia sometime around 1902, when he was
elected professor of systematic theology in the San Francisco Theological Seminary.

Scope & content
The Scotch-Irish Foundation Library and Archives Collection is housed in thirty-seven
boxes and spans from 1896 to 2001; however, most of the material dates from the 1940s
to the mid 1990s. It contains not only the records of the foundation, but also those of
the Scotch Irish-Society of the U.S.A and its predecessor, the Pennsylvania Scotch-Irish
Society. There are membership files, family registrations and genealogies,
correspondence, financial material, administrative files (most of which pertain to setting
up their annual dinners), printed materials, clippings, and audio-visual items. While this
collection offers a glimpse into the history of these organizations, it is perhaps most
useful to genealogists and family researchers, since it contains a sizeable amount of
family history material including the foundation’s family registration files, family trees,
genealogical compilations, and family magazines.

Every effort has been made to maintain the order of the material, including the order of
the records groups listed in the original guide printed by the society. The original folder
titles listed in the printed guide have also been maintained; however, the box and folder
numbers have changed. Because there was an order to some but not all of the material,
there is significant overlap of dates and type of materials within and between series. For
example, there are membership records in Series 1 and 2. Correspondence resides
mostly in Series 3; however, there are also correspondence files in Series 1 and 2. To
assist researchers, such materials are cross-referenced in sections at the end of each series
titled “related material in other series.”

The first series (Family registrations and membership) contains member files, the foundation’s
family registration files, miscellaneous family histories, and correspondence with
members. The bulk of the material dates from the 1970s to the mid 1980s, and there is a
limited amount of material from the 1950s and 1960s. Here researchers will find a wealth
of information on many Scotch-Irish genealogies. This material also sheds light on the

2
The Historical Society of Pennsylvania



Scoteh-Irish Foundation Library and Archives Collection
Collection 3093

foundation’s relationship with its members and how they kept track of descendents of
specific families.

The second series (Administration and events) is made up chiefly of materials pertaining to
the society’s annual dinners. Relative to this are correspondence files, member files,
invitations, financial records, annual reports, and records of non-society events, such as
the prime minister of Northern Ireland’s 1967 visit to Philadelphia. This series also
contains a disbound scrapbook, in which are reports, correspondence, clippings,
photographs, and programs. There are also eleven volumes in this series that contain
records of member dues, cash accounts, meeting minutes from 1904 to 1955, and
miscellaneous correspondence.

The third series (Correspondence) consists solely of the foundation’s and society’s incoming
and outgoing correspondence from the late 1940s to the 1990s. This correspondence,
filed by year, is more general than correspondence found in the previous series and sheds
light on each organization’s daily operations. There are letters from attorneys,
acknowledgments of monies received as donations for events, memos between board
members, and research requests. In addition to the general files, there are also two
separate files of correspondence from foundation and society members, former secretary
John C. Tuten Jr. and former president, John W. McPherson.

The final series (Miscellaneous) contains printed material, audio-visual items, and
miscellaneous memos, essays, photographs, and clippings. Of note are several folders of
pamphlets and resources on Ulster, Scotch-Irish, and Irish people, history, and culture.

Overview of arrangement

Series 1 Family registrations and membership, 1949-2000 13 boxes

Series 11 Administration and events, 1889-1995 12 boxes, 11 volumes
Series III  Correspondence, 1948-1995 11 boxes
Series IV Miscellaneous, 1934-2001 2 boxes

Series description

Series 1. Family registrations and membership, 1949-2000 (Boxes 1-13)
This series consists of ten boxes of family registrations, family histories, membership
files, and correspondence with members. There is some overlap among the materials
since multiple items from one member were often separated into different files.

The family registration files each contain a proprietary worksheet (bearing the name
“Scotch-Irish Foundation”) that each member filled out with specific information on
their family’s origin. Some of these folders also contain related genealogies and
correspondence. The box and folder list, starting on page 9 of this finding aid,
contains the list of registered families. It is important to note that, with a few
exceptions, the names listed refer to each member’s “first authentic Scotch-Irish
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ancestor.” For example, on his family registration form, society member William
Alexander Whittaker named John Alexander (Box 1 Folder 3) as his first authentic
Scotch-Irish ancestor.

There are over four hundred files for individuals who became members of the
Scotch-Irish Society of the U.S.A. Each folder is labeled with the member’s name
and address. While a small portion of the folders are empty, most of them contain
membership applications and acknowledgement letters. A few folders also contain
members’ letters and supporting genealogical material. Other materials in this series
include a box of family histories and genealogies that do not correlate to the family
registrations list. There are also several folders of correspondence with members
from the 1940s to the 1970s, much of which concerns their membership status, i.e.,
new, prospective, resigned, or deceased. Among this material are also miscellaneous
applications, dues notices, and member newsletters, all from the 1970s.

Related material in other series:
® Membership applications and correspondence: Series 2, Box 15.

Series 2. Administration and events, 1889-1995 (Boxes 13-24, Vols. 1-11)
Housed in twelve boxes are the administrative and financial files of the foundation
and society. Since events, such as their annual dinners, were closely linked in content
to their administrative papers, these materials have also been combined into this
series. As an example of how the materials overlap throughout the collection, the
society’s original record group of administrative papers, which has been maintained
in original order, contains several folders of membership applications. There are also
programs, invitations, dinner guest cards, letters, annual reports, and financial papers.
Additionally, there are two volumes of minutes from meetings of the Pennsylvania
Scotch-Irish Society’s Council from 1904 to 1955, and one volume of miscellaneous
administrative correspondence from the early twentieth century.

The vast majority of the material in this series, which spans from the late 1880s to
the late 1970s, pertains to the society’s annual dinners. Papers documenting these
events include correspondence, annual reports, and invitations. Boxes 20 and 21
contain a disbound scrapbook which is made up of copies of annual reports and
correspondence, as well as photographs, clippings, pamphlets, and booklets.

Rounding out this series is the society’s and foundation’s financial material, which
are in Boxes 23 and 24, and include eight volumes. The boxes contain post-1950
checking account statements, check stubs, bills, receipts, invoices, and treasuret’s
reports. As for the volumes, there are five ledgers of members and dues owed or
paid that date from 1896 to 1958. There are also three cash accounts books covering
the years from 1903 to 1946.

Related material in other series:
® Member files: Series 1, Boxes 5-10.
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Series 3. Correspondence, 1948-1995 (Boxes 25-35)
This series contains the foundation’s and society’s mixed correspondence files. The
folders in Boxes 25 to 33 each contain, in general, compilations of incoming
correspondence over the years from 1948 to 1991. The letters cover a variety of
subjects, from research and membership inquiries to purchases requests and the
Society’s annual dinners.

The correspondence in Boxes 34 and 35 overlap in dates with the correspondence in
the previous boxes, but the contents differ somewhat. In these boxes are folders of
incoming letters combined with copies of outgoing replies. These files date solely
from 1973 to 1976, and most of the replies are from board members, the president,
secretary, or treasurer. In addition, in Box 35 are folders of incoming and outgoing
correspondence from the society’s former secretary, John C. Tuten Jr., and former
president, John W. McPherson.

Related material in other series:
® Membership correspondence: Series 1, Boxes 10-11.
® Annual meeting correspondence: Series 2, Box 14,
® Miscellaneous correspondence: Series 2, Volume 11.

Series 4. Miscellaneous, 1934-2001 (Boxes 36-37)
Researchers will find in this series an assortment of interesting items. In Box 30,
there are pamphlets and booklets on Irish, Scotch-Irish, and Ulster history. Of note,
filed under Ulster research and resources, is a set of photocopies from editions of the
Ulster-Irish Society Yearbook from the 1930s and 1940s. They present information on
the Ulster-Irish Society’s beginnings as well as stories on famous individuals of

Scotch-Irish or Ulster descent, including General Sam Houston and U.S. President
Chester Alan Arthur.

Other notable material in this series includes a folder of clippings on Woodrow
Wilson’s ancestral home in Ireland, several clippings from 1968 issues of different
Irish and British newspapers, and a “Declaration of Peace,” formed by the Scotch-
Irish Foundation and sent to the White House on July 4*, 1977. There are also two
audio-visual items: a reel-to-reel tape of a 1976 University of Delaware lecture given
by Scotch-Irish Society member Jesse McNabb; and a family archive CD by
Genealogy.com of immigration records of Scotch-Irish settlers in America from the
1500s to the 1800s.

This series also contains two photographs of a 1908 Founders Week parade that are
copyrighted by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission.

Related material in other seties:

® The disbound scrapbook in Series 2, Boxes 20-21 contains some printed
material, clippings, and photographs.
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Box and folder listing
Series 1. Family registrations and membership.
Boxes 1-3: Family registration files
Folder title Date Box/vol. Folder(s)
Correspondence, etc. 1949 — 1967 1 1
Adamson, Dr. Samuel Ian n.d. 1 2
Alexander, John 7 Jan. 1967 1 3
Bailey, Richard 23 Sept. 1958 1 4
Benn, George F. 8 May 1957 1 5
Bowden, William 15 Aug. 1970 1 6
Brown, John 3 Apr. 1957 1 7
Dooey, Robert Feb. 1973, n.d. 1 8
Dougherty, William/McGrady, 1974 1 9
Alexander
Ferguson, James 13 Nov. 1967 1 10
Forster, John, 11 10 Feb. 1955 1 11
Grier, John 19 Apr. 1976, 12
n.d.
Harkins, William/Houston, Joseph 1,5 Aug. 1966 13
Hays, John 19 Apr. 19706, 14
n.d.
McCaughlin, Dennis/Gray, 16 Jan. 1967 1 15
Archibald
McClellen, John 15 Apr. 1958 1 16
McCracken, Alexander 17 Jan. 1955 1 17
McElderry, William 10 June 1957 1 18
McKee, James A. 23 May 1966 1 19
McKee, William 23 June 1975, 1 20
30 Dec.
1981, n.d.
McPherson, Robert 14 July 1959, 1 21
31 Jan. 1975
McWilliams, Jonathan 23 Sept. 1958 22
Mains, Robert 7 July, 9 Aug. 23
1975, n.d.
Mellon, Thomas 23 May 1966, 1 24
31 May 1968
Mitchell, John 26 Nov. 1954 25
Moore, William 2 Jan. 1968 26
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Neely, William 16 June 19606, 1 27
n.d.
Patton, Thomas 3 July 1975 1 28
Pollock, William 10 Aug. 1970 1 29
Ritchie, Robert 24 Sept. 1973 1 30
Robinson, James, Str. 9 Dec. 1964, 1 31
n.d.
Thomson, Alexander Nov. 1959 1 32
Thomson, Matthew 31 Jan. 1972, 1 33
n.d.
Todd, Thomas, St. 15 Dec. 1967 1 34
Walker, William 19 Apr. 1976 1 35
Weir, Samuel n.d. 1 36
Wilson, William Apr. 1973, 1 37
1977
Bell, Margaret/Graham, Anna 15 Feb. 1991, 2 1
n.d.
Berry, David Theodore (submitted n.d. 2 2
by)
Carnaghan, John 16 June 1986 2 3
Cowden, John 23 Jan., 3 Nov. 2 4
1980, n.d.
Craig, Andrew Apr. — Aug,. 2 5
1980, n.d.
Dudgeon, Thomas, Sr. 21 Dec. 1979 2 6
Dunlap, John 19 Sept. 1986, 2 7
n.d.)
Gordon, Andrew n.d. 2 8
Gordon, George n.d. 2 9
Greet, James/Greer, Thomas, St. 21 Oct. 1986, 2 10
n.d.
Henderson, Thomas May 1999 2 11
Hickrod, Prof. George Alan Karnes 10 June 1986 2 12
Wallis (submitted by)
Hyndman, William 1987 2 13
Jamison, William/MacElwee, n.d. 2 14
Rosanna
Kirkman, James F. 6 Apr. 1979 2 15
Ladd, Rhoda Blanche English 2 May 1977, 2 16
n.d.
Laird, John n.d. 2 17
Laughlin, Alexander 1980, 1985, 2 18
1994, n.d.
Law, Michael/Espy, George/Ewing, n.d. 2 19
John/Grubb family
10
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Logan, John 12 Apr. 1992, 2 20
n.d.
McAllister, John 2 Aug. 1990 2 21
McCashen, James n.d. 2 22
McClellan, Michael 1970, 12 June 2 23
1986, n.d.
McDowell, Ephraim 24 Mar. 1999, 2 24
n.d.
McElvain, Andrew n.d. 2 25
McEwen, William n.d. 2 26
MacKey, John 26 June 1986, 2 27
n.d.
O’Canton, Mark 16 June 1980, 3 1
n.d.
Smith, Alexander n.d. 3 2
Stewart, Eleanor n.d. 3 3
Stewart, Samuel Porter n.d. 3 4
Stuart, James n.d. 3 5
Tedford, Robert/Woodburn, John n.d. 3 6
Walker, Alexander [submitted by 14 June 1986, 3 7
Edgar G. Conner Jr.] n.d.
Walker, Alexander [submitted by n.d. 3 8
Col. Alexander Walker Shearer,
USAF]
Box 4: Family histories
Folder title Date Box/Vol. Folder(s)
Genealogies n.d. 4 1
Stewart Clan magazine photocopies ca. 1975 4 2
Nichols, F. Lee 6 Feb. 1980 4 3
McElhaney, James 31 May 1989, 4 4
2 Oct. 1996
Blair family 1992, 1993 4 5
Joseph Nickell 1994 4 6
McGrew family Oct. 1995 4 7
Miscellaneous 1998 — 2000, 4 8-9
n.d.
Boxes 5-10: Member files and correspondence
Folder title Date Box/Vol. Folder(s)
Membership cards ca. 1950 — ca. 13 n/a
1970
11
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Member files [Adams — Fraizer] ca. 1985 — 5 1-109
1999
Member files [Gaede — Masters] ca. 1985 — 6 1-115
1999
Member files [Maxwell — Reid] ca. 1985 — 7 1-118
1999
Member files [Reynolds — Young] ca. 1985 — 8 1-103
1999
Uncataloged applications ca. 1999 9 1
Dues paid records 1969 — 1980 9 2-4
Correspondence: membership (new, 1957 — 1961 10 1
prospective, deceased, resigned,
etc.)
Correspondence: membership 1963 — 1974 10 2
changes
Correspondence: address changes 1963 — 1975 10 3
Correspondence: general 1963 — 1977 10 4
Correspondence: general 1969 — 1972, 11 1-5
1978
Correspondence: new members 1974 — 1975 11 6
Applications for membership 1974 — 1975, 12 1
n.d.
Dues notices 1976 — 1977 12 2-3
Member newsletters 1977 12 4
Series 2. Administration and events.
Boxes 14-15: Annual meetings and membership
Folder title Date Box/Vol. Folder (s)
Dinner guest cards ca. 1960 13 n/a
Guide to record group 1979 14 1
Annual meeting/miscellaneous 1944 — 1947 14 2
correspondence
Annual meeting 1948 — 1950 14 3
Annual meeting 1951 14 4
Miscellaneous correspondence 1951 14 5
Annual meeting 1952 14 6
Miscellaneous correspondence 1952 14 7
Annual meeting 1953 14 8
Miscellaneous correspondence 1953 14 9
Annual meeting 1954 14 10
Miscellaneous correspondence 1954 14 11
Luncheon for Lord Wakehurst 1954 14 12
12
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Annual meeting 1955 14 13
Miscellaneous correspondence 1955 14 14
“Scotch-Irish reunion” 1955 14 15
Annual meeting 1956 15 1
Council 1941 — 1956 15 2
Membership (correspondence, etc.) 1939 — 1956 15 3
Membership applications (undated) n.d. 15 4-6
Membership applications 1932 - 1956 15 5-18

Boxes 16-22, Vols. 1-11: Annual dinners, reports, membership and financial

volumes, other events

Resignations/dropped from 1950 — 1954 16 1
membership
Ulster correspondence 1946 — 1956 16 2
Genealogy ca. 1944 — ca. 16 3
1973
Financial summaries 1946 — 1949 16 4
Financial: Payment for dues and 1956 16 5
dinner
Ledger of membership and accounts 1896 — 1902 Vol. 1 n/a
Ledger of membership and accounts 1903 — 1916 Vol. 2 n/a
Ledger of membership and accounts 1917 — 1930 Vol. 3 n/a
Ledger of membership and accounts 1931 — 1944 Vol. 4 n/a
Ledger of membership and accounts 1945 — 1958 Vol. 5 n/a
Cash (accounts) ledger 1903 — 1915 Vol. 6 n/a
Cash (accounts) ledger 1916 — 1925 Vol. 7 n/a
Cash (accounts) ledger 1926 — 1946 Vol. 8 n/a
Items removed from Volume 8 1934 16 6
Council: Minutes of Proceedings 12 Jan. 1904 — Vol. 9 n/a
20 Dec. 1922
Council: Minutes of Proceedings 11 Oct. 1923 — Vol. 10 n/a
26 Oct. 1955
Miscellaneous correspondence 1916 — 1925 Vol. 11 n/a
Special Dinner Committee 1957 — 1959 16 7
correspondence
Annual dinner 1960 — 1963 16 8-10
Annual dinner 1964 17 1
Annual dinner — regrets 1964 17 2
Annual dinner — acceptances 1964 17 3
Annual dinner 1965, 1967, 17 4-7
1972, 1973
Annual dinner 1974, 1976 18 1-3
Annual dinner — invitations 1937 - 1974 18 4
Annual dinner — seating lists 1950 — 1978 18 5
13
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Annual dinner — miscellaneous 1962 — 1974, 18 6
n.d.
Annual reports 1932 - 1974 19 1-6
(not continuous)
Disbound scrapbook 1889 — 1978 20 1-10
Disbound scrapbook 1889 — 1978 21 1-2
Northern Ireland Research project 1963 — 1966 22 1
P.M. of Ireland’s visit to Philadelphia 1967 22 2
Dinner for Captain O’Neill 1967 22 3
Bicentennial dinner 1976 22 4
Duties of secretary, secretary and 1960 — 1965 22 5
treasurer reports, miscellaneous
Constitution and committees ca. 1961 22 6
Miscellaneous 1968, 1968, 22 7
1969, 1974,
1995, n.d.
Treasurer’s reports 1958 — 1972 23 1
Checking account 1959 — 1986 23 2-6
Check stubs 1960 — 1986 23 7
“Bill clip” — Information Service of 1963 — 1964 24 1
the Government of Northern
Ireland
“Bill clip” 1963 - 1976 24 2-3
Bank statements 1964 — 1978 24 4
Miscellaneous financial 1976 — 1979 24 5-6
Series 3. Correspondence.
Boxes 25-35: Mixed correspondence files
Folder title Date Box/Vol. Folder(s)
Correspondence 1948 — 1956 25 1-5
Correspondence 1955 - 1964 26 1-5
Correspondence 1960 — 1964 27 1-5
Correspondence 1965 - 1974 28 1-4
Correspondence 1968 — 1971 29 1-4
Correspondence 1972 -1975 30 1-4
Correspondence 1976 — 1981 31 1-6
Correspondence 1982 — 1986 32 1-5
Correspondence 1987 — 1991 33 1-5
Miscellaneous 1966 — 1969 33 6
Correspondence 1973 — 1975 34 1-3
Correspondence 1976 35 1
Mail to be answered 1977 35
14
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John C. Tuten Jr. 1971 — 1974 35 3
John W. McPherson 1994 — 1995 35 4

Series 4. Miscellaneous.

Boxes 36-37: Printed materials, essays, audio-visual items, photographs

Folder title Date Box/Vol. Folder(s)
Ulster research and resources 1934 — 1942, 36 1
1980
Irish and Ulster booklets and 1940 — 1965, 36 2
pamphlets n.d.
Printed material, educational packets, ca. 1947 —1975 36 3
and photocopies
Pamphlets and booklets 1958 — 1981 36 4
Pamphlets and booklets n.d. 36 5
Correspondence, pamphlets, and 1956 36 6
financial papers
Photographs [©O PHMC]: Founders n.d. 36 7
Week parade, 1908
Memos and papers 1957 — 1960, 37 1
n.d.
Woodrow Wilson’s home in Ireland ca. 1966 37 2
— newspapers and clippings
Clippings from British and Irish 1968 37 3
newspapers
Reel-to-reel audio tape: Jesse 1976 37 4
McNabb lecture, University of
Delaware
“Declaration of Peace” 1977 37 5
The Signers of the Constitution, papers 1978, 1986, 37 6
and pamphlets 1987
Senior thesis: ““The Paxton Boys: 1989 37 7
Heroes or Hell-Raisers, 1763-1764”
Essay: “Where are the Women in the 1993 37 8
History of the Scotch-Irish?”
Family Archive CD: Scotch-Irish 2001 37 9

Settlers in America, 1500s-1800s,
immigration records
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